
St Pancras Catholic Primary School 
Spring Term Newsletter -  4th May 2020 

In St Pancras, we are loving and kind, we pray and we play, we learn and      

explore through our faith everyday.  

. Hello from St. Pancras!  

We hope you have been keeping well and enjoying the week and home learning.   

Here at school we have been exploring the wonderful world of chocolate. Yum!  

Our book for English is Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, where we have begun to find out about the 

strange and wonderful things happening behind those sweet factory gates and of the  

Protagonist, Charlie Bucket and his poor yet loving family. 

Mr. Wonka, the chocolate factory owner, appears to have mysterious little workers in his sweet factory and 

we imagined what they may look like. Then we drew them and wrote descriptions from our imagination 

and the few clues in the text. What do you think of them? They don’t appear to be any ordinary sort of 

workers!  

When studying the geography of chocolate, we discovered that chocolate beans grow in large pods   

on trees, in warm, wet, equatorial biomes of the world, on the equator and in particular, Brazil and Ghana. 

To celebrate this wonderful food stuff we made some very, very chocolatey fridge biscuit or tiffin... It was 

rich and delicious! Now we have to work hard with our daily PE to burn off all those calories! Phew!   

Next we researched some of the first people to use chocolate, the Aztecs, and designed and made versions 

of their fancy ceremonial head dresses. The Aztecs lived in or near rainforests where they had access to 

exotic vibrantly brightly coloured birds. Sadly for the birds, the Aztecs were able to make such beautiful 

head dresses because the birds’ feathers were so beautiful. 

In other news we have also  thought how to promote a product with words, pictures and colours, when 

designing posters and sweet wrappers for Mr. Willy Wonka’s sweets. All in all another busy,fun and educa-

tional week. Thinking of you all. Stay Safe. From everyone at school.  

Our school…    

We continue to miss seeing you all and it has been lovely to have emails and letters letting us know how you are doing.  Please keep 

these coming, we love seeing what you are up to.  Also, if you need to call us or get in touch with us then please do, I’m afraid we 

don’t have any answers about when we may potentially open but we can help with any home learning questions.   

Attendance:   -         Attendance target:   
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FREE SCHOOL MEALS 
Over the past month the school has been involved in the process of issuing Free School Meals Vouchers 
to all our families who are entitled to them. I am happy to report that the scheme is working extremely 
well, providing families with some additional support at this particularly difficult time. 
 
As the current situation continues, this seems like an appropriate time to remind you all that if you 
know your current circumstances, particularly work wise, have changed, it may be worth checking to 
see if you are entitled to free school meals. 
 
The process is simple and will not take you too long to complete. If your application is successful, the 
Free School Meals Team will contact the school to let us know and of course you will immediately   
qualify for the Free School Meals Voucher Scheme. 
 
Please use the link below 
https://freeschoolmeals@suffolk.gov.uk 

 Our Parish 

I know many of you will be finding it strange not to be attending weekly Mass and I know some of you are watching the live 
streams from some of our Diocesan churches but it is important we stay in touch with our Parish churches, so I have included 
below the link to the latest newsletter from St Mary Magdalene. 

https://marymagdalens.org/expanse/uploads/marymagdalens/editor/files/SMM001-MD-MFL-305-A.pdf  

 

 

 

On the following few pages is the advice issued by the Government on helping primary school children to continue their 

education during Coronavirus.  This can also be found at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-primary-school-children-
continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19  

DIARY DATES 

 

THIS SPACE WILL BE LEFT 

BLANK FOR THE TIMEBEING 

 

TERM DATES 2019-20 

Spring Term  

6th January –3rd April 

Half-Term 

17th—21st February 

Easter Holiday 

4th April-19th April 

Summer term 

20th April—17th July 

Half Term 

25th May—29th May  

 

HIGHEST CLASS ATTENDANCE 

On hold until we return! 

Mrs Reeves has decided to 

leave the academy with effect 

from 30th April 2020. We 

wish her the very best going 

forward. 

https://marymagdalens.org/expanse/uploads/marymagdalens/editor/files/SMM001-MD-MFL-305-A.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-primary-school-children-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-primary-school-children-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19


Government Guidance:   Help primary school children continue their education during corona-
virus (COVID-19)                                                                                                                                       
While staying at home due to coronavirus (COVID-19), parents and carers may be concerned about their 
children’s education and the effect of missing school.  No one expects parents to act as teachers, or to 
provide the activities and feedback that a school would. Speak to your school, which will be planning 
work for your child to do. Parents and carers should do their best to help children and support their learn-
ing. 

Alongside any work your child receives from school, try using these online educational resources which 
have been recommended by teachers and school leaders. 

Educational programmes to help primary school children learn at home are available from the BBC. 

Structuring the day 

Do not worry about trying to keep your child to the full routine they had at school. However, children will 
feel more comfortable and learn better with a predictable routine to the day, even if this is difficult. 

When schools provide your child with work they may give you advice on how to structure the day. Howev-
er, you should try to make sure that they: 

 get up and go to bed at the same time each day 

 have regular meal times 

 have regular breaks 

 make time to be active – children are used to regular play at lunch and break times 

 

Using digital devices 

Your child’s school may set them work to do on a digital device such as a laptop, desktop, tablet or 
smartphone. 

Set age-appropriate parental controls on any devices your child uses and supervise their use of websites 
and apps. See advice on keeping them safe online and talk to your child about online safety. 

Reducing screen time 

Digital devices are not the only way to learn. Manage screen time with a timer and break up screen time 
by getting your child to: 

 use books and other printed materials that their school has provided or that you have at home 

 write by hand – try asking them to complete work by hand, write a diary, a summary of things they 

have done each day or ‘to do’ lists 

 be active and get away from the screen regularly – see these physical activity resources for primary 

school children 

 stop using digital devices at least an hour before bed 

 

Contact us:  Stratford Road, Ipswich. IP1 6EF. Tel. 01473 742074 admin@st-pancras.suffolk.sch.uk  

Visit our website for more updates- www.stpancrasschool.co.uk  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education#pe-and-physical-activity-primary


Reception, year 1 and year 2 children 

The best way to help children aged 4 to 7 learn is to: 

 sit with them as they work 

 do active and practical things, rather than trying to make them sit and listen for long periods 

 try to break down the work into shorter periods, based on how long they can concentrate 

 take frequent breaks 

praise or reward them when they do well 

Talking 

Talk with your child throughout the day and explain new words. For example, discuss the things you are 
doing and pick out words that might be new to them. 

Reading together 

When you read with your child try to: 

 express the emotion in the story 

 give colour to the characters using voices, tone and pace 

 discuss the things you are reading 

 explain any new words and ask your child to say them out loud 

You can make a story more interesting and help your child develop their understanding of a book by link-
ing what you are reading to real life. For example, while reading about Cinderella going to the ball, talk 
about how a ball is similar to a birthday party.                                                                                            
Ask your child questions about what you are reading as you go. For example: 

 ask some questions that only need a short answer, such as what colour something is, or the name of 

a character 

 ask some questions that need a longer answer, such as how a character is feeling 

 ask them to tell you what has happened in the story so far and what might happen next 

Libraries are currently closed, but you can find digital services they are providing at Libraries Connected. 

Phonics 

Phonics is a method schools use to teach children how to read quickly and skilfully. 

Contact your school, which will be working on ways to help you with this. Try to sit with your child and 
practise with them, following the advice you get from their school. 

Contact us:  Stratford Road, Ipswich. IP1 6EF. Tel. 01473 742074 admin@st-pancras.suffolk.sch.uk  

Visit our website for more updates- www.stpancrasschool.co.uk  

https://www.librariesconnected.org.uk/page/librariesfromhome


Writing 

Help your child to practise their writing. For younger children this might include forming letters and being 
familiar with pens and pencils, while for older children it could include writing stories.   Ask your child to 
write about their day-to-day experiences of being at home, or to write letters to send to family members.     

Numbers                                                                                                                                                 
Practise counting and numbers with your child. This does not always have to be a planned activity. For 
example, count things around the house while you are doing other things like cooking or cleaning.  For 
older children learning sums, ask your school for help. 

See a list of resources to help with maths recommended by teachers and school leaders. 

Year 3 to 6 children 

The best way to help children aged 7 to 11 learn is to: 

 give them support and direction, but encourage them to do work independently too 

 include active and practical things, rather than trying to make them sit and work for long periods 

 try to break down the work into shorter periods, based on how long they can concentrate 

 take frequent breaks 

 praise or reward them when they do well 

To check if they are learning try to: 

 ask them questions as they go talk about things they learned 

 

Reading 

Talk to your child about what they are reading. This will help them understand what they have read. Try 
to encourage them to read for fun, as well as reading for school.   Ask your child questions about what 
they are reading. For example: 

 ask questions that make them think about the story, such as how a character is feeling 

 ask them to tell you what has happened in the story so far 

Libraries are currently closed, however, you can find digital services they are providing at Libraries Con-
nected. 

Writing 

Try to help your child practise their writing. They may be set work by their school to do on a digital device, 
but using pen and paper as well will help them be ready for when they return to the classroom. 

Contact us:  Stratford Road, Ipswich. IP1 6EF. Tel. 01473 742074 admin@st-pancras.suffolk.sch.uk  

Visit our website for more updates- www.stpancrasschool.co.uk  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education#maths-primary
https://www.librariesconnected.org.uk/page/librariesfromhome
https://www.librariesconnected.org.uk/page/librariesfromhome




  




